INTRODUCTION
In Bangladesh there are 719,000 buffaloes spread over 142,415 square kilometres. Buffaloes play an important role in the rural economy and are generally used for transport, especially in rainy seasons in rural areas and to some extent in the towns. After cattle the major contribution of the livestock sector to the rural economy of Bangladesh is buffaloes that provide draught power to crop cultivation, especially in land preparation. The contribution of tractor and power tillage is negligible compared with that of draught animals. Hydatidosis in buffaloes is an important disease and leads to significant financial losses from condemnation of edible offal, milk, skin and energy in draught power.
A large number of reports on hydatidosis have been forthcoming from several countries (1, 6, 9, 10, 11, 13, 20, 21, 22, 26, 29, 31) .
However, little published data exists on hydatidosis in animals and man and on the incidence of Echinococcus granulosus in dogs in Bangladesh. Islam et al. (18) found hydatidosis in 53.6% of cattle, 48.6% of buffaloes, 24.2% of goats and 7.3% of sheep in the Dacca slaughterhouse.
Accurate details regarding the age of the animals and the types of the cysts found were however not mentioned. Islam (15) The distribution of hydatid disease in buffaloes in Bangladesh and the extent of economic loss associated with it have not been determined. Further more, its life cycle has not been elucidated. Consequently, factors enhancing its development, survival and transmission remain unknown. As a prerequi site of the study on these factors, a survey of hydatidosis in buffaloes in Ban gladesh was initiated.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The examination of the cysts was carried out on 439 buffaloes of different ages at the slaughterhouses and villages of Mymensingh, Bangladesh. The localization, size, type and state of the cysts were also determined and recor ded. The gravity of infection was noted in the liver and lungs as : weak cau sed by a cyst measuring less than 2 cm, medium by a cyst of 2-10 cm, and heavy by a cyst bigger than 10 cm. The fertility of the cyst was observed by the microscopic examination of cyst fluid for the presence of alveolar capsu les, scolices and daughter cysts. The scolices were stained by Semichon's car mine after necessary processing. Table I shows the number of buffaloes examined and the percentage infected. It also shows the correlation between infection and the age of ani mals. Table II reflects the number of different organs examined, infected organs and the percentage of infection in each organ. Table III shows the number of liver and lungs examined, those infected and the percentage of infection. It also shows the number and percentage of infection in liver and lungs by small, medium and large cysts. Comparing these results with ours it appears that the incidence of infec tion in buffaloes in Bangladesh is very high. The reason is that the slaughter house management and condition in Bangladesh is very poor. Thorough meat inspection is not practised, especially in small towns and not at all in vil lages. The slaughterhouses form collecting places for dogs. During Eid-ulAzha, a Moslim festival, thousands of animals are slaughtered mostly in pri vate houses throughout Bangladesh, and dogs have a very good chance to eat uncooked offal and so get infection. The results of the scavenging habits of animals bring them into close contact with the village dogs to which the car casses of dead animals are readily available. The farmers are observed to leave the hydatid infected offal in the immediate environs of the killing areas from which the dogs are readily infected.
RESULTS
Asadov and Sadikov (2) recorded 13.1% incidence of infection in liver, 76.4% in lungs and 10.4% both in liver and lungs of buffaloes. Bandaliev (4) reported 21.5% incidence of the disease in liver, 19.2% in lungs, 58.7% in both liver and lungs and 0.4% in other organs of buffaloes. A detailed study of hydatidosis in organs of buffaloes was made by the present worker (Table II) . The severity of infection in both liver and lungs was studied but could not be compared due to lack of information by other workers.
Sadikov (25) reported 70% sterile cysts but Gill and Rao (12) noted 88.8% fertile cysts in buffaloes. The present worker studied the morphologi cal characteristics of the hydatid cysts and recorded five types of cysts in buf faloes. Asadov and Sadikov (2) recorded 12.7% and 9.9% incidence of hyda tid cysts in adult and young buffaloes. Chabanian (7) reported 14.2% inci-dence between 1-2 year old, 48.6% between 2-4 year old, and 57.2% between 4 year old and above buffaloes. Bandaliev (4) noted 7.1% incidence of infection in 0-3 year old, 10.7% in 3-6 year old, 24.3% in 6-8 year old and 61.4% in 8 year old and above buffaloes. The higher infection in old buffaloes is probably associated with their age and consequently larger exposure time.
The biological, cultural, socio-economical, agricultural, educational, faunistic conditions and environmental factors are closely related to the transmission of echinococcosis in persons and animals in Bangladesh.
For the control of the disease dogs must be regularly treated and prevented from eating raw offal, unregistered dogs should be eliminated. The practice of home slaughtering should be discontinued in favour of inspected central slaughterhouses. The scavenging habits of animals should be regulated.
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HIDATIDOSIS EN LOS BÚFALOS DE BENGLADESH. -A.W.M. Shamsul Islam.
Resumen : Se examinaron cuatrocientos treinta y nueve búfalos de distintos grupos de edad de la región de Mymensingh (Bengladesh). Se observó que el 42,36% contraía la hidatidosis. La infestación afectaba al hígado (28,47%), los pulmones (32,80%), el bazo (3,22%), el corrazón (2,15%), los ríñones (1,08%), el ligamento gastrocólico (0,54%) y a la vez el hígado y los pulmones (31,72%). Se registró la infestación del hígado y pulmones a grados menor (78,40% y 81,25%), moderado (15,20% y 11,11%) y elevado (6,40% y 7,64%). Los quistes hidatídicos resultaron fértiles (10,34%), estériles (66,12%), calcificados (12,38%), supurativos (7,76%) y no desarrollados (3,40%). Las tasas de infestación más bajas (8,88%) y más altas (68,47%) se referían respectivamente a los búfalos de 0 a 3 años y a los de 9 años o más.
